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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 

Diamond Pet Foods (Diamond) operates a pet food production facility in the City of Ripon (City). The existing facility, 

which is housed almost entirely within a 366,000-square-foot structure, currently consists of three production lines. 

Diamond proposes to add a fourth production line to the existing facility. The expansion would be contained almost 

entirely within the existing physical structure of the production plant. The addition of a fourth production line would 

increase the total production capacity of the facility from 780 tons/day to 1,040 tons/day. The City is considering 

approval of a Major Site Plan Permit to allow installation and operation of the fourth production line, which requires 

environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Therefore, the City will serve as the lead 

agency for the project under CEQA and has prepared an Initial Study to evaluate whether an environmental impact 

report (EIR) should be prepared. The Initial Study (attached) has identified the potential for significant environmental 

effects in certain resource areas, discussed below; therefore, the City will prepare a limited-scope EIR for the project 

to satisfy the requirements of CEQA (Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 21000 et seq.). 

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 

A public scoping meeting will be held by the City as part of their regular City Council Meeting to inform interested 

parties about the project and the EIR review process, and to provide agencies and the public with an opportunity to 

provide comments on the scope and content of the EIR. The meeting time and location are as follows:  

December 11, 2018 

6:00 p.m.  

City Hall Council Chambers  

259 N. Wilma Avenue, Ripon, CA 95366 

The meeting space is accessible to persons with disabilities. Individuals needing special assistive devices will be 

accommodated to the City’s best ability. For more information, please contact Ken Zuidervaart (at the contact 

information above) at least 48 hours before the meeting.  

PROVIDING COMMENTS 

Agencies and interested parties may provide the City with written comments on topics to be addressed in the EIR for 

the proposed project. Because of time limits mandated by State law, comments should be provided no later than 

5:00 p.m. on December 18, 2018. Please send all comments to: 

City of Ripon Planning Department 

259 N. Wilma Avenue, Ripon, CA 95366 

Attention: Ken Zuidervaart, Planning Director 

Telephone: (209) 599-2108; Fax: (209) 599-2685; Email: kzuidervaart@cityofripon.org 

Agencies that will need to use the EIR when considering permits or other approvals for the project should provide the 

name, phone number, and email address of a contact person. Comments provided by email should include 

“Diamond Pet Foods Project NOP Scoping Comment” in the subject line, and the name and physical address of the 

commenter in the body of the email. 

All comments on environmental issues received during the public comment period will be considered and addressed 

in the Draft EIR, which is anticipated to be available for public review in early 2019. 
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DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW  

The NOP and Initial Study are available for public review at the following locations:  

City of Ripon Planning Department 

259 N. Wilma Avenue 

Ripon, CA 95366 

Ripon Branch Library  

333 W Main Street 

Ripon, CA 95366 

 

The NOP and Initial Study are also available for public review online at: 

http://www.cityofripon.org/connect/city_communication/public_notices. 

Odor Abatement Background 
In July 2012, shortly after Diamond’s facility became operational, an odor complaint—the first—was registered with 

SJVAPCD, followed by 103 odor complaints for the period from November 2012 through April 2013. In late 2012, 

Diamond hired Yorke Engineering, LLC (Yorke) to assist in evaluating the source, cause, and available methods to 

eliminate the odors and demonstrate compliance with the permit conditions listed in the Authority to Construct 

permit. 

As a result of the odors analysis conducted by Yorke, in consultation with SJVAPCD and based on the available 

information at the time, Diamond determined that the best option for controlling odors was to install what is known 

as a “cold plasma injection system”, which was reported to be widely successful in Europe and Canada for reducing 

pet food production odors. The Uniqair (a manufacturer) cold plasma system was permitted by SJVAPCD, installed in 

2014, and became operational in July 2014. This system, however, achieved inconsistent results and odor complaints 

continued.  

As a result of coordination with SJVAPCD and additional research into options to reduce odors, it was determined 

that the technology with the highest odor abatement efficiency was a regenerative thermal oxidation (RTO) system. In 

June 2017, Diamond selected Durr Systems to design, fabricate, and supervise the installation of the new RTO system. 

Installation of the RTO system was recently approved by SJVAPCD to replace the existing plasma injection system. 

Installation of the RTO equipment, which has the capacity to treat the dispelled air from the three existing production 

lines, as well as the proposed fourth production line, is currently underway and will be completed by late 2018. 


